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The Story of Lafitte, the Flrnto of

I Ucnlus, and the JJnrntarlans.

I About a fortnight ago. according to nows- -

D reports, somo (lshorraou In Gnlvcs- -paperI ton liny pulled up from tbo mud bottomI near Virginia Tolnt two small copper can--

I doq. Tlioso llttlo plooos boar Inscriptions
blch show that thoy oro cast In Bogota

I In 1783. Ono of thorn Is named "El Fuorto,"
the Mighty, and tho other, " El Cruel," tho
Merciless. ThoGalvotitonArtliloryCompnny

has bought tho two guns and sot thorn up

I in Its armory : and local nrchmologlsts ngroo
In tho opinion that tho cannon forinod part

I ot tho nrmnmont of ono of tho schoonors of

I Jean Lafitte, tho Terror of tho
I Gulf, whoso (loot was partially dostroyod at

Virginia l'otnt In tho great hurricane ot
H 1818, during tho tlmo when that remark- -

I able adventurer held possession ot Onlvca- -

II ton Island.
U Kot merely lsthoro a glamour of romanco

about every clrcumstanco connected with
IiArirrE's caroer, but thoro Is historical
linportauco In any discovery that sorvos to
lit or verify a dato or a tradition concern-
ing him. Lafittb Is an unlquo figure In
American history. His origin, his early
life, his lattor years, and his death, aro

In a mystery that Is lifeoly to bo
perpetual. It Is only for a brlof porlod im-

mediately preceding and during tho events
of 1814 in Louisiana that ids shadowy per-

sonality comes into anything like a sharp
focus; and oven concerning tho fow defi-

nitely assorted facts about him. in that
cpisoilo of his careor, thoro Is room
for an immonso amount ot contro-
versy. All this would not bo surprisi-
ng in tho case of an equally Illustrious
freebooter of tho fifteenth or sixteenth con-tur- y.

But it must bo borne In mind that

I liAFiTTE was so nearly contomporary with
the present generation that thoro nro still
living In Now Orleans persons who may
hare seon him In their childhood. He was
thlrtoon years younger than his ndmlror.
Gen. Andbkw Jackson. He was born only
twenty-tlv- o years boforo Ferdinand de
Lessets. He Is a personago of tho present
century. Yet with all that has boon said
and written about Jean Lafitte, scarcoly
more Is really known of him than of tho
misty Buccaneer Morgan, dead a hundred
years before Lafitte appeared on tho
scene. Ho is actually a less distinct Ilguro.
from tho historian's point of view, we will
not say than Hernando Cortes, but ovon
than Pedro de Alvarado or Gonzalo de
Sandoval, or nny of tho moro conspicuous
companions and lieutenants of Cortes, who
wero Lafitte's predecessors In tho .Gulf of
Mexico by fully throe centuries.

Thoro oro two views of Laftttb to bo
considered hero, and both aro interesting.
Ono is the Lafitte of tho books of pirates,
wherein he is duly exalted as the last of
tho great corsairs; the Lafitte of tradi-
tion and of the novelist; the Lafitte whom
Lord Btron admired and made uso of as

paiTatWa the restless,
gallant, desperate bandit of the seas, fear-
ing neither man nor devil, nor, again, God's
hurricanes, magnanimous In his raBcallty,
and magnlQcont in his hospitality to friend
or enemy penetrating to his lair and treas-
ure houso on shore. This is tho wickodly
heroic figure which, cutlass In hand, person
streaming with goro, fighting tho way Inch
by Inch across tho slippery deck of tho
richly freighted prize, has for many years
captivated tho imagination of countless
American and British youths. We frankly
confess a considerable affection for Jean
IiiFrrns In this aspect; but tho sontlment
shall not bo allowed to outweigh tho laws
of evidence.

The other Lafitte Is he of existing hist-

orical documents, and such testimony as
has been presorrcd from tho statemouts ot
credible citizons of Now Orloans who knew
lira well in tho early years of tho century.
This LAFrrrn Is the landsman blacksmith
who know how to drlvo a sharp bargain,

rrn it ho did not know how to nnvigato a
hip and never brandished a boarding cutl-

ass over tho deck of any craft of com-
merce; tho town ngentof tho Gulf smug-
glers, the trador who by his commercial
genius and personal forco built up at Bara-tiri- a

an oxtonslve mart for tho solo of the
goods and slaves captured by tho privat-
eers sailing undor Carthagenlan or Co-
lombian colors, which then swarmed in tho
Gulf and tho Carlbboan Boa, proylng upon
tae Spanish merchant marine; tho client
and friend of Edward Livinoston, or

of Now York city; tho adroit nnd
politic citizen who onjoyod tho conlldeuco
and society of tho solid merchants of Loul-r- f
liana, and managod, on tho whole, to keop

I either well within tho statutes, or, at loast.
on tho safe bIUo of public opinion. Of this
Lafitte, about tho worst that can bo said is
that ho was a practical froe trador on a
large scale, who amply atonod for his lack
ot respect for tho rovonuo and admiralty
laws ut tho Unltod Statos by a service of
Inesllranblo valuo to tho country nt tho
tlmo wnon tho British woro proporlng to
Invade Louisiana.

Tho evolution and destruction of the
mythical Lafitte nlTuid an interesting
subject for study. Tho best way to treathim is to traco tho probable process by
which ho bocarae celebrated as tho typical

? ,...thlim the 8courr e oommercoin tho Last and West Indies, and tho
h Ulf- - Xllon' '""owing thoInvestigations which domollsh so muchor the popularly accopted narratlvo, wo

shall measure tho residuum of truth.
No account need bo taken of protended

sketches of Lu-irrn'- s career In tho various
Lives and Exploits of tho Most Noted
Pliiitos. publlshod early in tho present ceu-tur- y.

Literature of that class doos not
concern Itself much with faots. nnd namos

re only dummies to bo drcssod out with
tho conventional floods of tho Ideal dnspe-rad- u.

Tho first npponrnneo, .13 far as wo can
llnd. ot Jean Lafitth lu tho rospoctablo
Pages ot history, Is In tho Rev. Timothy
Flint's "Geography and History of tho
Western States In tho Volley of tho Mlssls-Bjppl- ,"

publlshod In Cincinnati in 182a. Mr.
Flint was a contemporary of thoPlrnto's
and a reasonably cautious scrutlnlzer of
facts. His facts about tho PIrato nro scanty,

V and thoy clilolly concorn tho episode of tho
British Invasion and the attorapt to induce

M Lafittb to betray Louisiana. Mr. FlintM positively assorts, howover, that Lafitte
was present at tho battle of Now Orleans,
fighting under Oen. Jaokson.

Ten years later tho Itov. JosEni II, In- -
i'Haham, thoonco popular but now almost
foigotton uovollstof Malnonnil Mississippi,
published his romance entitled ' Lafitte:
The PIrato of tho Gulf," This peacefulm teacher and clergyman had ft taste for

1 j

pirates, nnd ho dressed up Lafitte, just
as ho dressed up Captain Kyd In another
work of generous nndsomowhat sanguinary
Imagination. Tho Inoraiiam novel Is mon-tlono- d

hero bocnuso tho author's purely
fanciful conception Is rcsponslblo for much
nonsonso that was afterward alleged about
Lafitte as If It wero historical truth. In n
lottcr written from Aberdeen, Mississippi.
In 1832, to tho editor of De Bow'a Review.
tho Bow Mr. Inoraiiam humorously pro-

tested against tho attempt to icsolvo his
dashing hero Into a mcro landsman nnd n
blacksmith. Tho ldon of tho novol, ho said,
was suggested by tho chapter lu tho Row
TiMornr Flint's book; nnd ho nddod: "I
found in my researches, twonty years ago,
romantlo legonds eo lntorwovcn with facts
that It was oxtromoly dlfflcult to soparato
tho historical from tho traditional. lam
verysuro thnt thosamo cnuso will mako It
impossible to nrrlvo at tho truth of his llfo.
Ills only biographer at last must bo tho
romancer."

Fifteen yonrs after tho publication ot
Inoraiiam'h romanco, thoro was printed In
De Row's Review for October. 1851. o bio-

graphical sketch ot LAFrrrB. purporting to
havoboon written by ono Georoe A. Fierce
otLoulslnna. Whothorthts extraordinary
artlclo was concocted in good faith, or
whothor It was a dollborato lltorory impo-

sition, with tho odltor ot tho Review olthor
a victim or a party In tho porvorslon ot
history, wo havo no moans of knowing. In
tho llvoly controversy which onsuod. tho
odltor ot Dc Dow'h mndo haste to announce
that his contributor, Fierce, was dead, and
thorefore could not dofend ids own state-
ments. These statements regarding La-

fitte's caroer woro offered to tho publlo as
based upon talks with Individuals who had
Borvcd undor him, publlo documents, and
tho most generally accopted accounts of his
llfo and exploits. Thoy nro usof ul for tho
present purpose, because they lncludo about
every yarn or romantlo extravaganza that
helped to make up tho mythical Lafitte;
and tho wuolo story is gravely told by tho
allegod Pierce with groat particularity of
detail and delightful abandon as regards
adjectives and goro.

According to tho De Bow version. Jean L-
afitte was born In St. Malo, Franco, in 1781.

From boyhood ho llvod and satiod on tho
ocean. Boforo he reached manhood ho had
mndo several voyages to seaports in Eu-rop- o

and Africa. In 1802 or 1803, ho shipped
as first mnto of a French East Indiaman
bound for Madras. Off tho Capo of Good
Hopo tho ship was nearly wrecked In a
gale, and a iiro broko out in tho hold, dam-

aging tho vessel so much that tho Captain
put in to tho Mauritius. Lafitte had quar-

relled with tho Captain, and as his haughty
spirit never brookod control, ho abandoned
the ship in disgust. From that period
began his Illegal connection with the ocean.
"His restless spirit," explains Mr. Fierce.
" had been Inflamed by tho romantic exploits
of the hardy buccaneers of tho tlmo. whoso
names nnd deeds had resounded over every
landandscn; and ho resolved to imitate, if
not Burpass. thoir most brilliant actions,
and leave a fame to tho future that would
not 6oon bo forgotten."

Tho young Lafitte climbed tho ladder of
piratical fame with simian ngllity. French
prlvateors woro fitting out at Port St. Louis
to attack British commorco. Lafitte ac-

cepted tho command of a beautiful, fast-saili-

vessel of 200 tons with two guns and
twenty-si- x mon. and spared no pains to
mako her tho prldo of the son. Ho sailed
forth and attacked Indiscriminately weaker
crafts undor whatever Hag. Ho accumulated
vast sums ot gold nnd sllvor, enriching
himself nnd his crow; but " theso sums wero
soon spent In profligacy and Uboraltty."
Then ho wont Into tho slave trado. Whllo
taking a cargo ot negroes from tho Sey-

chelles to the Mauritius, ho was chased as far
north ns the equator by an English man-of- -.

war. Escaping, but being out of provisions,
with the onorgy nnd boldness characteristic
of him, ho put his helm about and mado for
tho Bay of Bengal. Ho captured an English
nrmod Bchoonor superior to his own vessel,
and transferred himself nnd nlnotoon
of his crew to her docks. Boforo long
ho fell in with tho Fngoda, an English
East Indiaman carrying twonty-sl- x guns
nnd 150 mon. Lafitte so manoeuvred ns to
mako tho Engllshmon bellovo ho was a
Ganges pilot. As soon as he had tho weather
gaugoot tho Pagoda ho boarded her, cutlass
In hand, at tho head of his ulnotcen men,
nnd ovorpoworod tho 150 Englishmen, put-

ting to tho sword nil who resisted him.
Again ho transferred his command to tho
captured ship and sailed back to tho Mau-

ritius, where ho sold his prizes and bought
for a now venture a strong, well-bui- lt ship,
named La Conflanco, equipped with 20

guns and manuod by 250 bold pirates.
Lafitte's second crulso In La Conflnnco

began In 1807. According to his biogrnphcr,
this crulso was marked by tho samo skilful
navigation, despornto valor, and Immonso
pecuniary success as had distinguished
his previous oiTorts. A snniploof his

tho encounter with tho Queen,
a hugo Britishor, plorcod for forty guns and
carrying 400 mon. LAFrrrE foil in with tho
Queen oft " Band's Heads," somewhere on

the coast ot British India :

-- Tbe Queen moved majestic 00 ber wy If In den-ne- t

of hli Inferior fore. Linrw rciolred to Uke liir.
He ftddrtned powerful ipeocb to nit men. excltlnr
thflr wlldeit lmlntlon. Everr mn waved hie Ut

nd Sand nd cried load for nctlon. The Queen boro

dononlilmnlo dim a treraendoue brosdelde,
whlen, owlnt to tbe belfbt. did but little) eiecutlou.
lliforo tbe action LiriTta bad ordered hie men to lie

doirn on the deoke. The BrltUh Capteln believed that
all were killed or wounded, and came alongilde to
irapple and board. At thla moment Linn" gave a
whlelle, and In an luetant tbe deck brlitled with
armed men. While the emoke preralled he ordered
bii men lino the tope and yarde. whence the pogrert

down an incenantnre of tbelU, bombe, and urcnadet
Intu the roricaitle of the Indiaman, producing euch
laughter auioog tbe crew that they were forced to

withdraw, At thle crlile Lintt beat to arm,, and
rlaelng favorite at the head of forty men, with pli-to- n

In their ImnJ, and daxzeri In their olenched teeth,
ordered tliemti) board. l.illTTt followed at tue head
nt a ennd dwiiion n( buarderi. lie hlmielt engaged
the Captain ot the Queen, and alter a eevere I'onillct
lew htm. Still tho i:ngllu rrew foinht bravely, !,

nrtr poloted nt the ji a w;vel irun, charged with grape
and catmter; und teeing that extermination wailn
evllable, they turrendered. The vettel wat plundered
and large amuuot of gold and etlver wae divided
among La Connaiice'e crew,"

This and similar exploits of Cnpt. La-

fitte of La Conllnnco produced such n
pnnio III British commerce thnt no ships
went out to India oxcopt under otrung
convoy. Lafitte divided to sail home.
Incldontntly, in the Gulf of Guinea and tho
Bight of Bonln ho captured two valuablo
pilzosladon with palm oil, Ivory, ami gold
dust. At St. Malo ho sold La Conflanco
and his prizes with their cargo, nnd "trod
once moro ids natlvo soil, opulent nnd re-

nowned, whore, tun years previous, ho wa3
hardly kuowu,"

Tho ucxt chapter of tho mythical history
of Jean Lafivie introduces him to tho

western contlnont. Ho was not long In-

active " His restless spirit, like n cnged
onglc. longed onco moro for his nntlvo clo-mo-

tho breeze, tho battlo. and the
storm." Tho renowned nnd wealthy plrnto
turned his attention from tho East Indies
to tho West Indies. His illustrious success
accompanied lilra across tho Atlantic. In a
brlgantino with 20 guns nnd 150 mon. with
tho French island of Guadoloupo as head-
quarters, ho swoopod down onco moro on
Biitlsh commorco. Whon tho English took
Guadeloupe, ho transferred his headquar-
ters and his nominal nlleglanco to Cartha-gen- u,

which had rccontly declnrod Its
of Spnln. Undor tho Cnrthago-nln- n

flag ho pi undo rod tho Spanish mer-
chantmen. Hero ho acquired his tltlo, " tho
Torror of tho Gulf."

Tho United States woro then otpcaco with
tho world, and Lafitte could not bring his
prizes into our ports or dlsposo of his
booty openly In our markots. So ho and
other plratos, who styled thomsolvos
"prlvateors," smuggled their stolon goods
nnd captured slaves into Now Orloans
through tho system of inlets and bayous
west ot tho Mississippi's delta. In 1811

Lafitte fortlllod tho island ot Grando
Torro, nt tho Gulf ontranco to this
back passage to tho olty; and thoro gradu-
ally grow up undor his direction and dom-
ination tho eolobrated pirates' havou and
storehouse, and emporium ot piratical
plunder which enmo to bo known as Bara-tarl- a.

It was tho great exchango where
tho prlvateors dealt with tho
tradors of Louisiana, who resorted thither,
without much attempt nt concealment, to
Bccuro cheap bargains.

This btronghold of tho pirates and smug-
glers contained about forty houses, pro-

tected by forts, nnd sholtorodn population
of from flvo hundred to ono thousand des-

peradoes of every color, nationality, nnd
grade of villainy. Lafitte's lnfluonco was
supremo.' Whon tho scandal becamo too
flagrant, Gov. Claiborne of Louisiana
issued a proclamation ottering a reward ot
$500 for LArrrrE's head. Tho plrato chief
retaliated with an offer ot $15,000 for tho
Governor's head. Tho Govornor sont down
nn expedition, led by a man who hadsorved
under Lafitte and know the ground, to
destroy Bnrataiia and to bring tho bucca-
neers to Now Orleans for trial. LAFrrrE
permitted tho oxpodition to approach his
fortifications; andthonnt his signal from
a boatswain's whistle tho entire party
of Invaders was surrounded and cap-
tured before It could strikoa blow. "It
was on this occasion," wroto Mr. Fierce,
"thnt Lafitte showed that characteristic
nobloncss and genorosity of character
which glistens llko a jowol In tho darkness
of n thousand crimes. Instead of executing
tho man who had come to takeaway his lifo
and all that was dear to him, ho Iouded him
witli presents and suffered him to return
unmolested to Now Orleans." Ships of tho
United States navy had tried once to cap-

ture Barataiia bv soa, and had actually
boon repulsed by Lafitte. nnd forced to
retreat. A British jloop-pf-wa- r which un-

dertook tho samo job In Juno, 1813. hnd no
bettor fortune. But In Juno of the follow-
ing year, Commodore Patterson of tho
United States navy, with a detachment of
tho Forty-sovent- h United Statos Infantry
and several gunboats, succeeded in taking
possosslon ot Baratarla, temporarily dis-

persing its Inhabitants, and capturing six
lino schooners and ono folucca that hap-
pened to bo In tho harbor at the time.

Wo havo now corao to what may bo term-
ed tho strictly historical poriod ot Jean
Lafitte's careor, and shall consider It
separately, after wo aro through with the
soml-mythlc- Pirate. After tho battlo of
Now Orloans, whoro, according to Fierce,
Lafitte " raved llko a Hon amid his fury,
cutting down two British ofllcois in com-

mand with his own nrm," and after Presi-
dent Madison's proclamation ot full pardon
to all tho Bnrntarlnns who had been en-

gaged in tbo defonco of Now Orleans, tho
story of this extraordinary porsonngo be-

comes involved again in tho mists of con-

tradictory and purely legendary narrative.
Fierce represents him as continuing his
piratical career in tho old fnshion, first undor
tho flag of Carthngona.nnd then under that
of tho now Colombian republic. With a now
Baratarla on Galveston Island, and a licet of
swift schoonors, ho oarriod on tho business
of robbing, smuggling, nnd piracy, although
ho uniformly allegod that his depredations
wore committed on Spanish bottoms alono.
Ho amassod immenso sums of money,
which ho olthor divided among ids fellows,
spout lii luxurious living during his inci-

dental visits to civilization, or buried on
tho wild islands along tho Gulf shore. Dur-
ing n short stay in Washington city tho
PIrato Is said to havo oxponded $00,000

In ontortalnlng fashionable socloty. Tho
yarns about his burled treasures are innu-
merable. Betwoon 1810 nnd 1850 thoro was
n story of tho discovery of $20,000 In kegs
on tho Gulf islnnd of Cuillou by a mun
named Waoneh and six others. Tho 6ix
then murdered Waoner and carried oil
Lafitte's deposit. Gold bars of great
vnluo woro also said to linvo boon dug up at
times on the site of Baratarla.

Lafitte's last voyage wns in a largo, fast
brlgantino of slxtoou guns nnd a crew of
110, on which ho holstod tho Colombian flag
and "wont forth llko nnovll spirit to war
against tho world." According to Mr.
Pierce's very circumstantial account, a
British sloop-ot-w- chased and overhauled
tbo brlgantino In the Gulf, the year not
stated. Tho British boarded tho pirate and
u, tcrriblo conflict ensued :

"Above the norm of battle. Linnt'e item voice wae
beard, and hie red arm, itreamlng with gore and
araiplng a abattercd blade, was eecnln the darkest of
tbe conflict. The blood now rau In torrents from tbe
scuppers and d) ed tbe waters with a crimson itnln. At
length Ltnirs fell, wounded desperately m two places.
A ball had broken the hone of bis right leg;acuiless
bad penetrated bis stomach. The commander of the
boarders was stretched senseleie on the deck cloie by
LirirTV. and the desperate pirate, behotdln? his victim
within his grasp, raited bliusclf with dllhcultr and
pain, dagger In hand, to )ay tho unconscious man.

Lirirrt threw bis clottrd locks aildj, drew hie band
across bis brow to clear his sight of blood and mist,
and raised tbe glittering blade above tno heart of the
d) lug man. Out bis brain mis dizzy, bis aim unsure,
and the dagger descending, pisreed the thigh ot his
powerleee foe. and Limrs fell back exhausted on the
deck. Again reviving, with the ronvuUtva grasp or
death, be estayed again to plunge the dagger In the
heart of the foe, but as he held It over bis breast the
eflort to strike broke the slender ligament ot lire, and
Jsiff Linm was no more.'

A worthy death for the Phatoof tho Gulf I

but as purely Imaginary as most of tho fore-
going recital. Thus far Pierce. Tho artl-
clo In Di Dow'a Review brought out a great
mass of equally valuablo testimony, mostly
bused on tho alleged statements of tlioso
who had served uudor Lafitte or had known
him ersonnlly nnd derived tho facts from
his own lips. According to various wit-
nesses, ho vus born not in St. Malo, but In a

llttlo village on tho Garonne; not on thoGn-ronn- o,

butat Marseilles; not at Marseilles,
but at Bayonno; not nt Bayonno, but nt
Bordoaux. Jm Camfrelt., who was ono of
LArrrn:'9 principal lieutenants In Texas,
Insisted that his chloftnln wns n Bordolals,
nnd, although CAMrnELti'a statomonts re-

specting Lafitte'b early llfo nro by no
moans conclusive, tho weight of probability
assigns to Bordeaux tho honor of being tho
blrthplnco of this Illustrious plrnto. By

account, Lafitte wns not n sailor In
early llfo, but a Captain In Nafoleon'h
army, where ho acquired a proficiency in
tho art of swordsmnnshlp which enabled
him to support himself for a tlmo In Now
Orloans as a fencing niastor. Aunthor wit-
ness wroto to tho PAitftffWjiAffs fiullcJin In
1852, thnt to his porsonnl knowledgo te

had boon a French tailor, who was
captured by a British mnn-of-w- and Im-

prisoned for many yoars Innn English port.
Wheu ho was at last released, bin savago
thirst for vengcanco against tho hatod n

lod him to turn plrnto. His fnmiiy and
friends tried In vain by theological nrgu-mo- nt

to dissuade him from his wicked
projoct. "If I do go to hell," wroto La-

fitte in reply, " I will drag plenty of Eng-

lishmen with mo." This snmo wltneBS de-

clnrod that after tho battlo of Now Orleans
LAFrrrE returned to Franco, with a wlfo,
whom ho had married In Amorlca; that tho

of tho Gulf had died peacefully in
bod, not many years previous to 1852; and
that Mrs. Lafitte was thon, or until qulto
recently, living in Franco. Still another
vorslon, apparently accepted aftor Investi-
gation by Mr. Yoakum, tho historian of
Texas, whoso book was publlshod in 185G,

makes Lafitte a runaway from Franco and
a sailor on tho British frigate Fox. Ho

lived for a tlmo with a French fam-

ily In Doptford, took passago to South
America, lived at Carthagenn nndaftorwaid
at Santa Martha, bocamo a prlvatoor when
tho strugglo for Independence began In Now
Granada, visited sovernl ports of tho United
Stntcs, including Charleston, whore ho
killed a rival In a lovo affair, nnd finally
found his way to Baratarla and Now Or-

leans. According to Mr. Yoakum, after
participating in tho Toxas revolution and
figuring as Governor of Galveston, La-

fitte was driven out of Toxas byLIout.
Kearnet of tho United States brig Enter-
prise, In 1821, and died In 1826 at Silan.a
town of Yucatan about fifteen miles from
Murida. Most extraordinary of all was tho
belief, posltlvoly entertained In somo qunr-tor- s,

that Lafitte was still alivo toward tho
middle of tho present century, and, under
another name, tho commander of a passon-gc- r

vessel plying botweon tho Gulf of Moxl-c- o

and a Northern port.
Wo shall now proceod to lndlcato tho es-

tablished facts in Lafitte's career, If tho
showing is meagre in comparison with tho
mass of romance already presented, It is
because care is taken to excludo every
doubtful statement that has boon elim-
inated by tho researches of Mr. Walker of
tho ATcw Orleans DeVn, Mr. Charles Oay-aru- e,

tho historian or Louisiana, and other
dispassionate investigators.

Tho first thing positively known of Jean
Lafitte is that ho. with his brother
Pierre, owned und operated a blacksmith's
shop, about tho year 1809 or 1810, on tho
north sldo of St. Philip street, New Orloans.
Thoy lived in a houso nonr by, at the north-
west corner of St. Philip street and Bourbon
street. Tho blacksmiths were prosperous
nnd owned slaves, whom thoy employed in
the shop. Probably, but not certainly, tho
brothers Lafitte had como to New Or-

loans from France by way ot Carthagenn,
as alleged by Jim Camfdell.

Tho connection of Jean LAFrrrE with tho
Baratarla establishment grew out of his
usefulness on shore ns a commercial agent,
not out of nny previous piratical exploits
at sen. Ho was not a sailor. Ho was a
shrewd, intelligent, plnuslblo trader and
mnnngcrof nffairs. Tho several wars in-

cident to Bolivia's long strugglo against
Spain's rulo in South America, llllod tho
Gulf and tho West Indian waters with
privateers, In many Instances flttod out by
capitalists in Now Orleans nnd Northern
cities. Their prizes wero brought to Grando
Torro Island, and tho settlement known ns
Baratarla bocamo tho principal port of Il-

legal entry for tho cargoes of mcrchandso
or of slaves taken from Spanish ships.
Thoro is a strong probability that tho Gulf
prlvateors occasionally mistook othor flags
for thoSpanlsh colors ; but, so far as Lafitte
Is concerned, thoro Is no positive ovldeneo
convicting him of technical piracy. Ho
was at first tho town ngent, nnd nftorwnrd
tho organizer and mnuagor of a system de-

vised to get nround tho rovonuo laws of tho
Uuttod Statos. to tho profit not only of tho
pilvutoers selling tho goods nnd tho smug-
glers bringing them In, but also of tho
otherwlso good citizens nnd respoctablo
merchants in Now Orlcnns und othor Ameri-
can markots. Ho was novor a sea rover.
Ho was first a middleman botweon tho sea
roveis nnil tho city merchants, n lobbyist
working to prevent uucomfortnblo vigi-
lance on tho part of tho authorities; and
then, as his porsonnl lnfluonco oxtonded
nnd his gains from the lucratlvo trafllc ac-

cumulated, ho becamo a proprietor of ves-so- ls

and an omployer of cnptnlns and
crews; In short, tho central and most pow-

erful ilguro in a great system of illegiti-
mate commorco.

In tho Territorial days of Louisiana propor,
the social aud political lnfluonco ot La-

fitte's clients was enough to protect a
trnfllo so prolltablo to Now Orleans. When
Louisiana bocamo a Stato in 1812, Governor
Clairorne issued sovernl pioclamntions
ngnlnst tho smugglers, Including ono of
March 14, naming John Lafitte ns tho
lender of tho siinigglois nnd ofTorlng n
rownrd for his arrest. At different times.
In a hitlMionrted way tho Stato authorities
attempted to break up tho business by
armed force; but nothing was accomplished,
nnd (.'LUROHNi'.'ti lopoutod appeals fnllod
to stir tliu Legislature to euergutio action.
In the United ritutrs District Court, tho
Grand Jury mndo u presentment against
tho two Lafittes for criminal violation ot
tho revenue, omburgo, nud
laws. It novor caiuo to trial. Col. John It.
Uiiymeb, a leader at tho Louisiana bar,
resigned his office of United Btntcn District
Attorney to defend tho Lafittes for a fco
of $20,0iX);niid Edward Livinoston, after-
ward Secretary ot Stato undor Jackson
and Uuttod Statos Minister to Franco,
associated himself with Grymes for a sim-
ilar fee, Mr. Gayarre has told in tho Afna-sin- e

of American Jlinlory nn interesting
6tory of how tlioso two distinguished law-
yers collected tuelr $20,000 foes from tho
"Terror of tho Gulf":

-- The accused, when freed from the meshes ef the
law. Invited boib cooaieUots to cams 1 Baratarla tad

receive their pay. Onvnts accepted readily, tmt Liv
inaiTo.i was not disposed to risk the adventure.

flBTMH.' ha said, 'as yon nro a
scapegrace, yon havo nothing to fear from congenial
spirits. Bat as for myself, thev might bang me for
being so different from yon and them. Therefor. I
propoe to yon to bo my reprreentatlvs, and as a re-

muneration for your trouble 1 will give yon ten per cent,
on inr fee If you bring It to me.' 'Agreed.' said
tlRvxu, and departed, lie was treated with princely
hospitality by the DaratarlMis, who Insisted on his re-

running a whole week with them. Finally he was con-

ducted bythe Lirims themselves to the banks ot the
Mississippi In a superb yawl loaded with boies of cold
and silver. It was highly amusing to bear Davits re-

late how gorgeously feasted he was at Ilaratarla by
these Innocent and persecuted people, wbonihe repre-

sented as the most glorious fellows In the world. What
a cruel misnomer II Is,' he would exclaim with mock
solemnity. Mo call the most honest and polished

tbe world ever produced bandits and pirates.' "

Tho noxt nnd most crodltnblo Incident In
Lafitte'b enreer Is nlso strictly historical.
On Sept. 3. 1814, about a fortnight boforo
Commodore Patterson's attack on Bara-
tarla, tho British brig Sophia nnchored six
miles olT shore nnd sent to Lafitte a boat
undor a ling of truce. Two naval Captains,
Lockyfji and McWilliams, cumo ashore as
messongors from Col. Nicholls, command-
ing tho British army In Florida, and from
Sir W. H. Percy, senior officer of tho
British fleet in tho Gulf. Bringing
propor credentials and In tiio most re-

sponsible way. tho visitors Informed
Lafitte of tho proposod British opera-

tions In lower Louisiana, and of tho
then on tho wny to assist In tho

Invasion; and thoy Invited Lafitte to tnko
sorvlco with tho English against tho Unltod
Statos, offering him the rank of Captain, nnd
a gratuity of $30,000 paynblo clthorot Fonsn-col- a

or at Now Orleans; nlso ample remuner-
ation and froo pardon for previous oftoncos
to nny Baratnrlan following him Into tho
British service.

Lafitte temporlzod with his tempters,
but there is no reason to bellovo thnt for an
Instant ho thoughlof accepting tholr propo-

sition. Tho outlaw at onco addressed to
tho Hon. John Blanque, a leading mem-

ber of tho Louisiana Legislature, nnd to
Governor Claiborne, two letters sotting
forth fully the British pinna nnd tho offer
to himself. These rcmnrknblo documents
exhibit Lafitte's intelligence, his com-

mand of tho English lnngungo. and his
personal view of the degree of guilt

in tho Barntarlnn ontorprlso. " I
mny havo ovaded tho paymout of duties to
tho Custom Houso," he wroto to Mr.
Blanque, " hut 1 have never censed to be a
good citiicn. nnd nil tho offences I havo com-

mitted I was forced to by certain vices in our
fairs." To tho Governor ho said: "I offer
to restore to this State several citizons who
porliaps In your eyes havo lost that snered
tltlo. I offer you thorn, howover, 6uch as
you would wish to llnd them, ready to ex-

ert thoir utmost offoits lu dofencoof tho
country. Tho point of Louisiana which I
occupy is of great importance in tho pres-

ent crisis. I tender my services to dofend
it; and the only reward I nsk Is that a stop
bo put to tho proscription against mo nnd
my adherents. I am tho stray shoop wish-
ing to return to tho shcepfold." With mag-

nanimous dellcuuy Lafitte added : " Should
your answer not bo favorable to my ardonl
desires. I declare to you that I will Instantly
loavo tho country to avoid tho Imputation
of having co3perntod toward nn invasion
on this point, which cannot fall to take
place." Tho originals or tho letters of Col.

Nicholas and Sir W. H. Percy aro among
tho records of tho Unltod Statos District
Court in Now Orlcnns, whoro they woro
nftorward filed by Lafitte himsolf.

Lockyfji waited a fortnight for Lafitte's
reply nnd then, mistrusting tho intention
of tho pirates, withdrew from tho neigh-

borhood of Baratarla. Meanwhile, In Now
Orleans, tho nows of tho imponding inva-
sion, as reported by LAFrrrE, had produced
great excitement. About two months earlier
the Grnnd Jury had found a second
indictmont against several membors of the
Baratarla Association. A man named
Johannes had been Indicted for piracy in
thocasoof the Spanish ship Santa, captured
aud robbed of $9,000. A bocond Barntnrlan
who called himself Johannot was charged
with piracy in tho case of nnother Spanish
ship captured oft Trinidad, with n cargo
worth $30,000, And Jean Lafitte's brothor
Pierre had bqen Indlctod as "aider
and abettor in these crimes before
nnd aftor tho fact, who did upon land, to
wit.. In the city of Now Orleans, wilfully
and knowingly old, assist, procure, counsel,
nnd ndvlso tho snld piracies and robberies."
Pierre Lafitte hnd been nrrestod, and,
ball having boon refused In his enso, was
thon a prisoner In tho New Orloans cala-boos- o.

Tlioso proceedings indicated a moro
vigorous policy on tho pnrt ot tho author-
ities as against Biirntarln, and Jean L-
afitte hnd notunllygono to tho Island to
prepnre for tho romovnl of tho establish-
ment to some moro secure placo. Such
was tho situation when tho British officers
nrrlvod with their tempting ofTor.

In Now Orlonns thoro was a wide dlffor-onc- o

of opinion ns to tho proprloty of
Lafitte's proposal to enter tho

service of tho Unltod States, Gon. Andrew
Jackhon issued ono or two flory proclama-
tions denouncing tho British for "courting
mi alllanco with plratos and robbors," nnd
referring to Mr. Lafitte nud his com-
panions as " holllsh banditti," On tho
other hand, strong Intluonco wns exerted by
many prominent citizons in favor of tho
Baratarlan proposition. Thoro is a story
of a poisonal lutorvlow betwoou Andrew
Jackson and Jean Lafitte, which

In au entire change of opinion
on tho Gcnox'nrs part concerning tho
hellish chnraotcr of tho eminent out-
law. What probably Influenced Jackson
moro than anything elso was tho
ndvlco of Edward Livinoston, who hnd
already manifested his own readiness to
trust tho LAFrrrns by committing to ono
of them tho caro of tho safety of his own
wife und child, in case of the succees ot the
British in getting to Now Orleans. Tho
offer of LAFirrn mot with no oftlolnl

until niartlal law had boon declared
and Jackson was prnctically dictator, Thon
tho scrvlcos of the Baratarlans woro ac-

copted. Thoy formed two companies of nrtil-ler- y,

fought bravely In the buttle, and fairly
enmed the pardon which they subsequently
received. Whether Jean Lafitte wns pros-o- nt

In person at tho battln ot Now Orleans,
or was olsc-wher- engnged, Is a question;
about which tho testimony conflicts. IfJ
his genoral order aftor tho battlo ot Jun.,-6- ,

1815, Gon. Jackson romnrkod :

"Capts. Doxsxncs and lumens, lately romrpsnd-lo-
privateers at Baratarla, with part of tbelr truier

crews, and many brave citizens of NewOrleanjf, were
stationed at batteries Nns. 8 and 4. JTlie Central can-

not avoid giving bis wsrm approbation of ilia.' manner
In which these gentlemen have uniformly y'onducted
Ibimselveef while under bis command, and'of the y

wltlj which they nave redeemed theledge they
gave at tbe opening of the campaign, to defend tbe
country, the. brotktrt Limta hare inibited tie.

'

same courage and fidelity, and the neneral prnmleet
that the Government shall be duly apprise I of tbelr
conduct,"

Mr. Gatarre says, In tho Magatinc of
American IIMory :

"It has besn related to me br an eye c liners that
Oen, Jscxsox eeeined to tale a particular Inlerestln
the narntarlans statlontd under him at his I'ne ot
defence running from the Mislsslpvl tothe snanips,
lie used to vliit them frequently, chatllnc with them
famillsrly.nndshaklnghaiidi cordially. Would be have
done so If be had continued to consider the, men as
pirates and cutthroats' It Is also reported that, at
tba beginning ot the battle ot Jan. H, Jictsoi was
rapidly moving on horseback along lile line, when
arrlWnz at the Don.iiia You Datterr, he stopped
abruptlr and exolalmed In a tone of astonishment!

"'What I What I Iiy tbe Eternal, what Is the mat-
ter? Vou have ceased firing '

'Of course. Oeneral, of course,' replied theontlaw;
'the powder Is good for nothing: fit only to ehoot
blackbirds Ith, not redcoats,'

"Jsckson quickly turned to one of his aids and paldt
'Tell tbe ordnance officer that I will hare him shot In
flvemlnuiesasa traitor if DuAtrmr. complains any
more of his powder,' and he galloped off,

"When he retomed, DonrtiQi-i- w.is blazing away
furiously. 'Ha' ha! friend .' exclaimed
Jickoi, cheerfully, 'I see you aro hard at work,'

"'I'retly good work, too,' rrpded DuwrMqii' with a
chuckle. 'I gues the redcoats hate di,coered by
this time that there has been a change In the powder"

Jackson kept his promise to tho hellish
banditti, whom patriotic scrvico hnd trans-
ferred Into "goiitlomon" nnd " prlvaloers."
Mouths before theso events the expedition
of Commodore Patterson und dipt. Boss
had destroyed Bnrataiia; but after tho bat-
tle of Now Orleans Prcsldont Madibon by
proclamation recognized tho pntrlotic ser-
vices of the Bat atnrians :

"it has been represented that tbe offenters have
manifested a sincere repentance; that they have aban-djne-

the prosecution ot the worst cause for the sup-
port of the best: and partlculsrly that they hare

In the tlefenco of ew Orltans unequivocal
trails of conrage and fidelity. Offenders who have ro
fused to become the atsoclntas or the enemy In war
upun tbe most seducing terms of Invitation, and u ho
have aided to repel In hie hostile tnaslon ot tlie

of tho United states, can no longer beomdd.
ered as objects of punishment, but as objects of a gsn
eroue ftrjlvenesa."

Tho shadowv prsonair whom wo havo
followod so far now bocomo3 onco more a
character cf .iction rather imin of history.
Thero is plenty of Icgeudnry informn-tio- n

concerning Lafitte's career after
tho battlo of Now Orleans, but thoro is
nothing that can bo presented with confi-
dence. Tho story of his life In Texns, his
part In tho oarly history of Galveston, his
subsequent, exploits on shore nud ut sen,
tho time, placo, and clrcumstnnces, even, of
his death, ore still Involved lu doubt, nnd
mnrkod by manifest contradictious. Most of
the populaily accepted narratives aro based
on tho statements of lieutenants nud as-
sociates of Lafitte. such as Domenique
You, Jim Campbell, Churchill, Franks,
Roach, Marotte, Pluche. Felix. Giral,
LorEZ, and Brown, names, ns Mr. Yoakum
remarks, " all onco a terror to commorco in
tho Gulf of Mexico." Neither Mr. Yoakum
nornnyothnrannnlistof Texas has succeed-
ed lu separating the truofrom tho false; and
the connection of Jean Lafitte with tho
early history of tho Lono Star State affords
a difficult, but most fascinating field for
patient research by somo conscientious,
investigator In Tcxa3.

How does It happen that so llttlo Is really
known about Jean Lafitte ? Why has so
vast a volumo of fablo accumulated around
tho person of a man of tho ninotoentrh cen-
tury ? Partly bocauso tho niuoteonth cen-
tury Imagination is as hungry for romance
and mystery as was that of tho sixteenth,
or of tho 6ixth. Partly, wo suppose, bo-

causo this remarkable con-
sidering tho nature of tho business ho en-
gaged in. and tho charactorof the men ho
had to deal with, found It to his own advan-
tage to oncournge all sorts of yarns about
his early life and sanguinary deeds and
desperate valor. This Is probably tho prin-
cipal koy to tho mystery of Lafitte's

Tho boss of desperadoes, it
was part of his policy to figure as tho most
accomplished and experienced desperado in
Baratarla. It is quite likely thnt tho
Lafitte myth vias largely of Lafitte's
own creation. E. P. Mitchell.

CtJAFLAlX OX THIS MEItttlSTAG

The Death or is Prleot Wbo Warn s Hero In
(be Confederate Armjr.
From Ihi MnlMi Datlu Hniim.

A despatch from Macon. On., nnnouneot tho
death In that city on Wednesday morning of tho
Ilov. Father Darius Hubort. In tho 70th venrot
hUnce. Hohndremovodto Macon from New
Orleans about n yonr ago for his health, having
sustained a stroko of paralysis In tho lattor city
about two years oca

Father Hubert wns horn July 10. 1823, at
Toulon, the great navnl station of France. Ills
father gavo him a colloglato education, nnd on
Hept. 1!3. 1843, when ho was 20 years of ago. ha
became n member of tho Socloty of Jusuh.
After a fow yonrB In tho churches of Franco he
waa assigned to work In this country. Ho

from Franco on tho willing vossol St.
Ann. Ten other Josuifa camo ovor with him.
They arrived In Mobllo Dec. 12. 1847, and then
sepnrated and went whorovor their superiors
sontthcin. Of tho eleven thnt camo ovor only
two now eurvivo tho Bov. Father Duffo and
Brothor Ignntlus-t- ho lattor having for many
yonrs officiated as soxfonof (he Jesuit church.

As chaplain in tho Confmlerato army ho
showed thohlchost courogo of manhood and
tho manly gentleness of the mlnlstor of God.
Ho shared with tho soldlors of his command.
Ho wbb up nnd about at all houra of tho night,
whonniostof tho white-tente- d camp breathed
In (dumber, for ho had no thought of fatlmio
when thoro was good to bo dono. Btrangn to
pay this llfo of activity served to build up his
physical frnmo. Previously ho had been very
delicate, nnd hnd Buffered from frequent

but' four years of llfo In tho open nlr
seemed to m-rcat- the wnsted fibres, nud left
him at tho closo of tho warstrong nnd healthy.

The old soldier have many stories tn toll of
Father Hubort'iYlrulnla campaign. 'J hey toll
them ns theywould tell them of nny other vet.
ertjn, for be.nvaa a much-lovo- d comrade, and
a soldier oery Inch of him. Wiien the army
passed thrnueh Frederlckshiirc, Sfil . after a
long mareh through hramMo nud bushes,
nnd famine and despair. 1'nther Iluhert's
clothes Avero In such a tattered condition,
danullnc from him llko an many rugs -- but
honorafils ran that tho uoul old man was
forced, beg new apparel from tlfli people of
tho town, as ho knew that Die soldiers woro
too pnor to furnish It,

Frdner Hubert had In him the element that
goo to make the hero- - perfect fearlessness in
tho. discharge of duty Tho crew of the

Merrlmae worn under his chaplain
Ulp. When alio li.nl lii famous flcht wltl.

Ule Monitor, Father llui'ert wns on shore.
Immediately after tho llht Father Hubert

word to tho ronininnulng o nicer, Admiral
Buchanan, that he wished to como aboard
nnd attend to those who needed his
services. Admiral Jluehniuin came nshore
and calds "Fnthor. 1 dn not wish you
tn pome aboard. io expect to onstage
the Monitor again and It will he no
placo for yon." " My place Is with tho wound-i-- d

and dying," answered the hravo nrlost.
"Hut. father, listen." returned tho Aumlrul.
"We are In a vary dlaablod condition, and If
tho Monitor returns tn. morrow I shall blow up
the Merrlmae, with all on tionrd, for wo are In
no condition to Unlit and will nevor surreudor.
Itemaln on shore. "A I said before, my
Place Is with the wounded and dring." replied
the Father. "If It Is necessary, I wish to die
with the mon."
..After the war Father Hubert returned to
New Orleans and was mads pastor ot the
Jwult church.
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Berlin, Juno 12. Tho promotor seeftlng to jj .M', 'L
bring about it publlo act of nmlty botweon the) .y: felMi
KnipflrorofOormnny nud tho Iron Chancellor, $ ai
Ktwhls tilnuHiiromnttirely dlxcloioil and frua- - w'Sil "
tratodhyonnofthoiiuerllonooldontawhlohhavB 5 yt
erenow dltcntintod the wignclty and caution ot fi'lilR
statesmen and conspirators far moro wonted fB il i'
to diplomacy and stratosy than Princo Albert '.irjwL
ot Prussia. A confidential letter written to t $$U 1
(lonoralot the Guard, droppod during mom- - jV,J W.
lng ride, found by a third party, carried to $ Jjjj '&

Socialist newspaper, nnd on tho following day i'li'
run through tho European press, achieved the) ffilxll a
ruin of (ho hopes which had already bo fow '$! "JSyj w
chances of siiccohs. lii fj 'i!

Trlnco Albert of Prussia Is tho son of thi '!!?, 1
youngest brother of tho old Emperor William i i?Tf II., and has now rencho.l his fiftth yonr. Amid 'I'l' 1
all tho preeminently handsomo nnd stalwart .''
princes of tho suporb llohenzollern race he It "i J fejR ' u

i

ona of tho handsomest and flnost looking. It H'"4 4 !

Is possibly nn account ot theso physical ad ' ? JM f
vantneos that lie has boon so frequently ie 'ilrti I f V!

lected to reprebont tho F.uitioror and tho em- - jj'J '; ji
plro In State ceromonios aud Bain funotlons ' ?f, t
both at homo nnd abroad. At tho pageants ot ''.' f '
military funerals, of court marrlagos. of cor iuQli ''
ocatlons. of baptlBins, his tall figure, clad la ''ifjftl I
tho blue uniform of tho Dragoons, playa a con- - 'ewl it. "

splcuous and highly dccoratlro part. Prince) !ff,t 1'Albert is tho honorary chief of numerous rdgt- - vff'tf h

monts. Ho scrupulously fulfils his military 'llSn A.
duties, nnd. llko ull the men of his house, I a fMtr''
bravo soldier: hut ho Is not creditod with !-- ; r'., I
trnordlnary genius or clovornosr. His father, &j jVj

the elder Prince Albort. of whom it was tald f tiin t
thnt of tho four brothers ho was the ono who fullr ill
was nolther handsome nor witty, had a some-- K$-- ' 1j "ES

what choquorod mntrlmonlalexperlonee. Th v'ji'j'J '
scandal mongers and cossip lovers ot Berlin '''iffv (n "A
society mndo froo with tho name ot his wife. ijjt H 'it
Princess Marlanno of the h'othcrlandi. during .i V j
tho years ranelug from 1840 to 1810, when ,"t.;it; (1 ft
thocouplo werodivorced. Tho present Prlnoo ml IMl 1

Albort was thoonly son born of that ur ll ' 1

union, and is himsolf tho father ot threo boys, Mil' ll & !
whoso mother Is a Princess of Sale-Alte- 1S.&I It S
burg. Tho oldest ot tho young prluces U la '''cK'' f ty
and tho ounces 1 13. 1 '' li' I, '7

Princo Albert seemed, by reason of his birth ( & J,

and position at court and In his family, to bo 'i if' I Hprodostinod to a monotonous, cut and dried - Vh 1 ) Q
BU ';':, 9

mnrck, Intonsiriod by occult views, lifting filth ;'uPH H
from tho shadows In which ho dwelt, brought 'jMt'. 9
him prominently into a fuller llghtanden '! 'tpFrl ' Hdowed him with a crown and a regency. These ?!j'j'ii ( M
events are not a decade old as yet. and 11111 V-- fM h .3'
thoy seem already to have fudod Into oblivion. j& ps 'It H
nltliouch they constitute npago of con tempo ' ! Irary history connected with British politics. M'M "II H

Xlne years oao tho throno ot Brunswlok be-- Jstij f H
camovacant. ThorelgnlngDukedledohlldlesf, '"'ImK sMand tho succession should legitimately have. Era J
passed Into tho hands of the Duko of Cumber ;ra I Iland, son ot tho King ot Hanover. But this iJWi i Irlchtful heir had always been ioltntly hostljo Jffai H
to Prussia, which had oonflscated hla property. ajW ' 'fl
dovotlnctheroonuetothesecretpolltlcalex- - i' ! V H
ponses of tho empire. Tho Duko of Cumber- - JM;1 - H
land, nt tho death of the Duko of Brunswick ' H
issued n proclamation. In which hoiloclared 'IhE '

' Ihimself roady to sovorn according to Imperial sP$mI )' fl
constitutional laws; but Bismarck, as was ilw ! 1
peotod. did not consider those assuranoes u llrailil $
sufficiently positive and binding. Be refused "ftllll '"'J ifl
to accept thutn. and took ndvTtntttgcronffe sit-- 'Wl!t m Hustion to plant Prussia In the very bsart of tho S msmall duchy that formed part of the confederal- - .' ijlfijj , H
tionandpossessodau impoitant clrll list. It --???! "i 'B
was on tho proposal ot the Chancellor that on SnH' "' M
tho 2d day ot July. 1885. tho Federal Council ''fwill M
declared tho Inability of tho Duke of Cumber- - J V '' iijf
land to reign over Brunswlok, in spite of bU 55 JR 5' fl IInherited rights, as he stood with regard to w itf ! ,feB
Prussia In an attitudo Incompatible and eren - Sf-'-

fi

antagonists to the constitutional relations Kj i H 'll'l
that should exist between confederate State. '.4,' f f ti! rowing to his claims on tho territories belong- - iM (V jil T Iing to that State. ' ' "3t ? .i IOnlywo voices were lifted In council atralns ,' IS It; ' f B
thlsdecfslon: thnsoof the plenipotentiaries of '"' W; L'l "j Ilieuas, a principality numbering 5,000 inhabl $ m "11 w
tants, and of the Duchy ot Mocklenburg-Stro- - ' ntlil ; Illtz. countlmr 40.01K1. , 35 Mh

Under these circumstances it became im- - '. 'JJpi U
peratlvo to nomlnnton ltegent for Brunswlotu x'fi '),l!j'" ;V

and Bisinnrok. working out his plans, brought ''; Pl, '' H
forward his candidate. Prince Albert of Hohon- - '!' Ha 1 1

zollorn. A few days lntor ho was elected and lut ' f H
solomnly took possession of the duchy, whloh. ifl 4.4 1
with its splondld palace covering a frontage ot v vl, ' x H
nearly 400 foot; its museums, containing riots ftlji ' i H
collections, and a civil list of moro than 1,200.- - '; , 4H
0U0 marks la nuartor ot which was affected to Jf':-- ji H
tho llesootl. constituted n superb gift. The 'J jj!i i j'B
population doos not exceed 400,000 Inhabl- - H.'i'ltants, so that tho ltezont levies thrao marks on ,M - M:B
oach. Tho civil list Is. howover. not Included , tfh? 4H
In tho ducal budget. tjfyf .' B

Not only havo tho ruler of Brunswlok the) W'H
enjoment of a sumptuous winter palaoo la fS
the capital, but they have also the pretty som-- .;U'ii' wlmcr resldonce ot Blankenburg, whenao wafl 'S'ai 'rfl
datod the famous letter wrltton by Prince At- - ; mi '

bertand lost by Oen. Wlnterfeld. 'BIt is dlfflcult ro ascertain whether the Re- - jlf'f'i $U
gent is genuinely popular or loyally liked In , ! WM

;. ;!?.H
Brunswick: he has nevur committed any acts) 4ill ?--
of arbitrary authority, and It Is very donbtfal (yl:'l:
whether the Duko of Cumberland would havo !i(t 'r9been more heartily adopted. Prince Albert if,'1" fl
found a constitutional monarchy established m 51

In hia now dominions, and has not had the ijj J llslightest inclination to swervo from Ha tenet. M;i! "ssai
IBs only ambition Is for his eldest son. Ho H I 9

went to Berlin Ia9t yoar on the occasion of th fij, .'
visit to that city of tho Queen Regent of tbo iMJ''ivjB
Netherlands and her daushter, tho young ' iff' r'iS
Queen Wllhelmlna.TlioohoIne of a husband for i' ' '"9
Wilhelmlna Is already a mattor of Horlous pre- - ,1 19. 9
occupation; It is considered more than probo ;JBv' i ''
blethnthewlllhon(lermanPrlnce;andamong KK "'B
tho oIlL'Ibla suitors Prlnae Fredorick Henry. fHl ! flthooldeHi son of tho lleeontof Brunswlok Is IHB fl
tho most persistently brought forward. HI iHaHflfather Is ostentatiously In constant relation Baal
with tlio court of Holland, even havlngaper- - VLH
manentboxat the opora house of the Haaue. ' StJleiB

Whatever the future may bring for tbo ag-- ..li13' ffl
grnndlzeinont of his family, Princo Albert 1 '!W flut present, abovo all, anxious to keep the Ro- - ' lafW r flconey of llrunswiolc When in 1802 the Duko IfJiei I S
of Cumberland entered upon a transaction 'lilB' jfl
with Prussia and concluded an agrooment to tVilR Xsfl
recover the posssosslon of his property, it was vifeaitjM ''M
accompanied by a statement denying any In Tlfl 'el
tentlon on ills part of endangorlng either th nfnl Htranquillity of the Gorman empire or that of 'jjniH!
ono of the States whloh form part of it; ha de- - iaPSI
clarod that ho loved his country loyally And ''Knit
sincerely. It was supposed nt the time that 91iKithesn formal and catogorlcal declaration Fih
would put an end to the Ilosencyot Prince AI-- iisfI ''el
berti but thby have as yet altorod nothing la ' i3 jfl
the situation of Ilrunswick, which remain a ''ySlBS ''afl
Prussian province, notwithstanding tho sub HisfHmlaxlonot its legitimate owner. Kfil'.fH

The Itetcont Is profoundly vexed at the Incl V 9fti&sHdent of the lost and publlshod lettor. for n "' Wfjnrfsi
had never Intended It save as private and con- - ' KiVaHlldentlnl, and ho is likely to abandon now and 'U nlKaSdefinitely any attemrt at conciliation between HlaiaHthe power thnt Is und the power that wis, ,. 'i. IS'aBwhich, even if It were at any future tlmo is, SUlsViH
tnko place, could cot restore Prince Bismarck IsMkkHto his whilom Inllueneo In political affair. WaBWsM

Tho ChHncoIlor hns been nu oraolo whoi ' BLxHwords went law: his services to the fatherland fsWaaVaro still extolled; statues are erected to htm ntruvftsithroughout the country: but these honor arts fJiiaFaHconceded as to one already passed away, as If
ho had taken hl place In the historic! itKiaH('ant boon. The etTuslve cordiality with whloh
William II. Inaugurated the monument of hi LvBsHgrnndfathorln hllenla. with the two statues of SK'saiMnllko nnd lllsmarrk on either sldo of the old Eal4Hl.mperor, partook of that posthumous en- - BKiHthusfasm. The Maishal Is dead, but ho Is not ;t' R9iBmoro a figure of tho post tlian the living ox Vli llHfaHChancellor: and neither tbo dutiful endeavor ,tM OMof Prinoe Albert nor the perfunctory uratltndaof the nation wlllevergalvanlrohlmlntoaotiTfl .iiWBKOYeratnUl exlttenco again. . jw 11, IflHH

fsf. .. ju, ; .&3it.. . v- - tlaijS3faflflB


